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Big Data and Philanthropy 

In today's world, industries are quickly learning how to harness big 
data in near-real-time to reap big return on investment.  Meanwhile, 
philanthropy, an industry with $640 billion in assets, lags behind in 
terms of generating value from data in a timely and comprehensive 
way.  A new initiative by the Foundation Center aims to change this, 
in a way that some say will transform the practice of philanthropy. 
 
For years, the Foundation Center has been the authority on 
foundation data in the U.S., but in many cases, the industry has relied 
on two-year old data to understand its own grant trends.  Last 
month, the Foundation Center announced the "Reporting 
Commitment," in which fifteen of America's largest foundations 
(including Carnegie, Gates, Hewlett, MacArthur, and others) will 
electronically report their current grants data to the Foundation 
Center on at least a quarterly basis.  In this way, perhaps some of the 
largest players will inspire change across the field, making 
philanthropy increasingly open and strategic. 
 
Here is a snapshot of how the Reporting Commitment will work: 

• Participating foundations will submit their data quarterly, 
weekly, or even daily so that it can be used by developers to 
create apps, dashboards, visualizations, and other tools that 
go well beyond resources currently developed; 

• GeoCoding tools will allow foundations to compare their 
grants data with others' in new ways to make grantmaking 
more strategic by identifying gaps and areas of overlap in 
their giving. 

For more information, see this article by Bradford Smith, president of 
the Foundation Center.  As he states, "while philanthropy may have 
been slow to get there, it is finally entering the era of Big Data." 
 
Source: "Walking the Talk: Philanthropy 'Does' Big Data," PND Blog 10/9/12 

http://pndblog.typepad.com/pndblog/2012/10/walking-the-talk-philanthropy-does-big-data-.html
http://pndblog.typepad.com/pndblog/2012/10/walking-the-talk-philanthropy-does-big-data-.html
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New Foundation Alert 

ASN Foundation for Kidney Research 

 

The American Society of Nephrology (ASN) has announced the formation of a new foundation–the 
ASN Foundation for Kidney Research–to support research endeavors to advance the treatment and 
cure of kidney disease, a leading cause of death in America.  The ASN Foundation for Kidney 
Research seeks to propel basic, translational, and clinical research in kidney disease to improve 
patient outcomes and promote the careers of the next generation of physician scientists. 
 
The Foundation was established in October 2012 with a leading gift of $10 million from Fresenius 
Medical Care to fund the Ben J. Lipps Research Fellowship Program, which seeks to foster the training 
of ten new and ten continuing fellows annually who are highly motivated to make contributions to 
the understanding of kidney biology and disease.   
 
The ASN Foundation for Kidney Research has had early success with $4 million of additional support 
from Amgen, Baxter International, and the American Society of Nephrology.  The Foundation has a 
five-year fundraising goal of $20 million.  For more information, please visit the Foundation's website 
at: http://www.asn-online.org/foundation/. 
 
Source: "ASN Creates New Foundation to Prevent and Cure Kidney Disease," Newswise 10/23/2012 

Hot Topic 
Restricted Versus Unrestricted Support 

There is no surprise that general operating support continues to be one of the preferred types of 
support sought by nonprofit organizations.  Unfortunately, many foundations favor restricted support–
a fact that has not significantly changed over the past few decades despite efforts by foundations 
to work more closely with nonprofit entities to achieve common ground.   According to a new 
analysis done by the National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy, Foundations collectively gave 
16% of grant dollars as general operating support from 2008-2010, the same amount reported from 
2004-2006.  Furthermore, the analysis found that 54% of foundations provided less than 10% of their 
grant dollars as unrestricted support, and only 14% of foundations provided more than half of their 
grant dollars as unrestricted support.  It is clear that grantmakers overwhelmingly prefer to give 
restricted support–often forcing nonprofits to come up with additional money to support the costs 
associated with a grant.  The NCRP and other nonprofit organizations are advocating for the 
importance of unrestricted support to allow nonprofits to be more impactful, to build more capacity, 
and to develop stronger leadership.  Click here to access NCRP's analysis on the state of general 
operating support. 
 
Source: "No More Free Rides: Foundations Need to Increase General Operating Support Now," Philantopic 
11/2/2012 

http://www.newswise.com/articles/asn-creates-new-foundation-to-prevent-and-cure-kidney-disease
http://www.ncrp.org/
http://www.ncrp.org/files/publications/PhilanthropicLandscape-StateofGeneralOperatingSupport.pdf
http://pndblog.typepad.com/pndblog/2012/11/foundations-need-to-increase-general-operating-support.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Philantopic+%28PhilanTopic%29
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Nonprofits' Impact on the Economy 

About the OFR Digest 
The OFR Digest is a monthly newsletter for students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and friends of MIT published by Dana Schweitzer and Angela 
Frey of the Office of Foundation Relations.  Click here to subscribe. 

The infographic to the left 
illustrates the impact of nonprofit 

organizations on the economy.  
According to the National Center 

for Charitable Statistics, the 
nonprofit sector contributes 5.5% 

to the nation's entire GDP, or $751 
billion worth of output.  Click here 

to view the infographic. 
 

Source: "Nonprofits' Impact on the 
Economy," Philanthopic 
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